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CERTAIN DISBURSING OFFICERS OF THE ARMY OF THE 
UNITED STATES, AND OTHER CLAIMANTS 


Mr. AlcCarran, from the Committee on 


1e ary, submitted 
) ’ the following 


> 1) PD mony 
REPORT 
iccompanyv S. 1709! 


The Committee on 


the Judiciary, 
‘eM 


to which was re 
1709) for the relief of certain disbursing offic 

the United States, 
thereon, with ar 


amended, do pass 


ferred the 
rs of the Army 
having considered the reports favorably 


» amendment, and recommends that. the bill 


Sarr ¢ 


AMENDMENT 


On page 1, line 9, insert in the blank space “June 


RPOS! 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to authorize the Secret: 
of the Treasury to 


reimburse or to credit the 
disbursing officers of tl 


he Aro y of the U1 
pavirents 0 ade by the 


nited S&S 
in cood faith and without fraud or collusior 
on their part, and to revrburse certain other 


rendered or costs incurred in the interest of thi 


accounts OL certain 


tates iol CTrone 


clam ants for se 
United States ; at 
the behest of Army authorities, but without the prior approval of 
higher authority necessary to authorize payment therefor in the 


usual 
erourse 


The proposed a 
of the bill 


| 

pave 1s] : ' . f° 
his bill was introduced by the chairman of 

on Armed Services at 


thr quest of the Seeretarv of 
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the recommendation of the latter that the proposed legislation receive 
favorable consideration. 

Detailed information concerning each of the several claims included 
in this bill is contained in a letter from the Secretary of the Army to 
the chairman of the Senate Committee on Armed Services, dated 
June 15, 1951, which follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., June 15, 1951 
Hon. Ricwarp B. Russe, 
Chairman. Committee on Armed Services, 


l'nited States Nenate 








Dy AR SENATOR Ri SSELI There is enclosed herewith draft of a bill for the 
relief of certain disbursing officers of the Army of the United States, and for 
other purposes, Which the Department of the Army recommends be enacted into 
law. Che subn ission of this legislati is in accordance wit! procedures appre ved 
bv the Secretary of Defense in 

Che following information is submitted concerning each of the items of the 
enclosed draft of bill 

Section 2: The items in this section represent errors which occurred in making 
payments to certain individuals and which resulted in disallowances by the Comp- 
roller General of the United States in the accounts of the disbursing officers of the 
(rm) neerned \fter analyzing each of these items, the Department of the 
Army is of the view that the number of such disallowances and the total amount 
epresented thereby are negligible when measured against total payments made 

such disbursing officers of hundreds of millions of dollars to a great numbers of 
paves In each ease, every effort has been made to effect collection of the amount 

volved, bu ithout success, and as a matter of justice to the certifving officer 
and accountable disbursing officers who made the erroneous certifications and 
paviments, the Department of the Army believes that the accounts involved should 
he cleared \ detailed explanation of each of the items in this section is set 

I Helrow 

( »| llenry \ Denning, Ii ance Corps l \\ retired $133.77 W hile dis 

LY | Lice Oftic | i states Arm, B StO Vias {olone 
1 ( ‘ i rie S oO former (1 Co ervati Corps enroiees 
\ ( N 1960, August 1937, Peter A. Gasparelli $4. 77 
\ No. 792, O ber 1937, All Blanchare » OO 
\ No, 2129 October 1937, Harve Forsberg 6. 00 
\ r N 50 \p 1938, William Le rt 3. OO 
\ No. 28 J I 1939, Peter Lo a SH. OO 
\ No. 284, Februa 1939, William J. Dow 2. 00 
‘ t i { ] {T ( ‘ re 

aN I I x. 4 \ll ! | i it i 
Har Fo) . , \ e compa , 
I ae ass i 1a l tead i t | ( 
: I I NI Coast Ar ry R | t 1 
I disallowance \ ! the G il A 
a 
I I i fg | | md © i ! 1 and 
( ( an ( Port Dev \I 
LVI ws ha tid to it le A t 31, 1988 it 

t i () iH i wid ny Compa { iviila Co; Vator 
\\ \ Pharefo ; or the 3 months’ period of September 

() t } N her LUAN i ade b Colonel 1) 1 Ing ¢ subi ( VO ( 

| Ia ! 1939 I Ci ral Acco i Office discovered that the ¢ rile 

id pl ) ty paid for these 3 nths ¢ vu r No. 1419, De nber 
1038 a Ci ome. e t.43 ince | 1D Che certif officer, Cap 
( i | Kelle Mv active Ri rve ws held respon le for the duplieat 

i ( ) oard of officer 

William J. Dowd o enrolled in the ¢ lian Conservation Corps on Jar ur 
1, 1939 and was discharved January 13, 19390 and who was absent without official 
leave from January 6, 1939, to date of discharge on January 13, 1939, was e1 
roneo paid S2r irdless of e fact that b i lel 1t t Crovernmie 
! re 1 of S4.82 | ise Of such a ! mn a a il kiffor to ¢ 

‘\¥ +} 
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Major Bi eland returned to the Central Disbursing Office all allied occupation 





currenev on hand, including the five 1,000-mark notes ‘entral d 

licer, Lt. Col. M. P. Patteson, Finance Corps, svmbo 
accept the mark notes in question, declaring that they were no longer 
Upon returning to his office Major Birkeland discovered a bulletin which had been 
received in the last mail, confirming the fact that 1.000-mark notes should not be 








accepted by United States disbursing officers Inasmuch as the notes were not 
tiable there existed a loss in Major Birkeland’s accounts which he refunded 
om personal funds he amount of S500 In view of the fact that a thorough 
investiga failed to reveal anv evidence of 1 ect or fraud it is recommended 
it Major Birkeland be reimbursed for the amount supplied by him fron 
pers i | i 
First I \Ia A. Berg, Air Foree, $108. On Mar ). 1943, Lieutenant 
B i i iss B agent officer for I Col. George Stet h, Finar 
Cor mil Ni 0-857. Washington, D. C. w entru 1, for the purt 
1 i el oO trooy Vit! he -s of S1,500 rougnout em 
| ( i Ber i nN 1 ‘ ul 1 I > I ( tie 
\\ I ) | } tt AlTplAati | i ( i | I \\ 
icked round fire of he coa brance \ is 
| t \ I rwa Py e pilot } ‘ rvil overboard 
i ‘ i ! \ ( wnt Bet ) | 0 eCa\ Posi- 
to ( ( o thro tcl wi I 
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I | in add entrust fro! ‘ Army disbur 9 
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Li int Ber recommended that Li 
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Finance Corps In view of e fact at a thor 
any evidence o glect, it recor ded a 
bursed for the amount deducted fre his i\ 
First Lt. Irwin D. Bingham, Air I e, $330 
S1,000 In cash was trusted » Lieutenant Bi 
B agent yiticer t Nlor I | ( | Vest Pa 
Stetekluh, Finance Corps, W eton. D. ¢ ' 
( I Ink CONNEC 0 il { irl yui Of a spe 
al Bingham requested reve | = but = 
small bi VAS TOO ere f ( enal Bir 
irrv S5SOO i vatiet 1M 0 ] ve 19 
Out the airpiar \ ed to re i! to Morrisor 
Phe noney wa rhe placed \ il it Morris¢ 
nticipation of nediate depar re, Lieut at 
from the safe and 24 hour iter he dist ered t! 
ut. $830 were 1 \ estigation fail 
rarding the ) of the 0 and the police 
’ the work of pict ckKet ew that 
rew iT times carred i t of money ) 
second attempt to make ‘ is flig as 
Bingham and his crew 1 rned to Ho stead 
Bingha paid per du 1 1 i i 
additional sum of S500 » Lieu 
ible for S1,500 On Sep 1943 J 
! D. L. Rush, I { Cory \ a 
accounts of Maj. KE. M. Simmons, | unce Cor 
a reimbursement by Lie int B tl 
tolen fro { Walle Lis ‘ 13) i va 
the sum of $1,103.50, cove ?, ian 4 
were processed throughout t Ju 1944 ¢ 
a \fter 1 credited to | 
: wed an overa P SZS.00 I EXCE { 
personal funds ( action | take 
nve rat fa »reveala ( 
reco ence at ter { } 
S350 } ‘ ount ipp f Der 
lirs Lt (‘har | scl Dp, Signa ‘ ) 
January 31, 1945, I I ( irles F. Schwep 
20 met! vyho were pl rapt 5s operat 
Burma Road engineers, and who were dispersed 
Burma a Lice f 4.000 Lif Duri SA 
a lAlsO officer, ass ( echapla 
Lieutenant Schwep Q iss A axe 
| ane Cort ( ft { 1) 
of transpor ) ! e pel f \ 
e found it ul ipa fund ) 
rt T T ; 
\ ver 7) j | i i 
\pril 44 » Oeto M44. Lik ( si 
( } } } ( ‘ ) 
i 1D is in Lie ' x 
tand ve 3 | ( , 
paid the ye i Be \ 4 
~ , failed t< ¢ iy | ¢ Ly ( 
{ zi Lie { iT Schow I 
te hye ( ehey Or () , Ti) | 
scl ep perl rhe ! ‘ ( 
‘ Ance lec i | ( 4 
an plied him f il f 1 
Mir ! tenant H | ( () wit’ 
M45, f $10 
( t ( ‘ COE]T 
\\ 1) ¢ | t | 
re ’ ) 1 me ( 
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Dispateh Printing Co. (publishers of the Columbus Dispatel SISS.16 e | 
cinnati Enquirer, $321.30; Washington Times-Herald, $60.90; the Courier-Jour 
and the Louisville Times Co. (publishers of the Courier-Journal and the 

Times), $78.75: the Madison Courier, Madison, Ind., $4.50; the Man 
$11.76: the Toledo Blade Co publishers of the Toledo Blade), Toledo, Ohio 
$50.40; the Columbus Dispatch, $47.88; the Tribune ¢ publishers of the Chicage 


Tribune), $138.60: Tribune-Star Publishing Co., Ine uublishers of Terre Haute 
Tribune), $15.12: the New York Sun, Ine. (publishers of the Su 399.63: the 
LaPorte Printi Co publishers of the LaPorte Herald-Argus), $824.32: the 


Chicago Daily News. Ine publishers of the Chicag aily . sf) s 
News Journal Co publishers of Wilmington News and Journal-Everyvy Eve 5 
$16.80: the Philadelphia Reeord Co publishers of the Philadelphia Reeord SHS 





The Indianapolis News Publishing Co. (publishers of the Indianapolis New 
$52.48; the New York Times Co. (publishers of the New York Times), $138.60 
the Richwood Publishing Co. (publishers of the Nicholas Republicar GQ> kT] 
Inter-Mountain Co Drie publishers of the Elkins Inter-Mounta $8.82: W 
Virginia Newspaper Publishing Co. (publishers of the Morganto PD, . 
Dominion News S16.80: the Athenaeum, $6.60: Clarksbure Put hiv ( 
publishers of ( arksburg Telegram and ( larksburg | yporne t S12.50 the (hr 
County Pre SO.98: Mineral Daily News-Tribune, $12.60: Advocate-Messenge 


Co. (publishers of the Advocate Messenger). $2.40: Newspaper Advertising § 
ice, Madison, Wis., $25.20; the Journal Co., Milwaukee, Wis., $46.20; J. 8 


and J. Holt Baraboo, Wis. (publishers of The Shopper’s Guide), $4.95; the 8 
County News, Prairie DuSac, Wis., 85: the Albert Hand Co. (publishe 
Cape Mav Star and Wave), Cape Mav, N. J... $16.30: whieh amounts are d 
everal claimant mentioned above for advert dered a d pub had ra j 
in the interest of the United States without the prior approval of the Secretary 
War, as required by Revised Statutes 3828 (44 U.S. C. 324), and payment f 
such advertising cannot legally be ade ly ew of the fact that the advertis 
was requested by verbal orde1 ( e! 1 State is accep 
vood faith. and the Government derived the benefit therefrom, the Departn 
the Army rece mmend that thre Ail 1) pal 

Section 5: The township of Montgomer Hat XN J.. $19 and 





township of Hillsboroug 


Reginald A. Ward, mil tars intelligenee officer, and Be 4 si i ’ ( 


nent employee of the Be \lead General Depot, Somervi N. J.. contaet 
the officials of the townships of Montgomery and Hillsborough in the Sta 
Meer depend aud Uisly datorney. Avileas WE Seadiik: fel Cha ole wearndien of tastes 
thie people of tl AbHDOoVe t ed wnship wel ¢ ' i 
were considered nec al n the war effort \ t} ! ere i 
time Publie Proclamation No. 2 and No. 4 wer 1 H | i! | 
Defer ( C'ony ) } } \ } } & 7 1«) 
hereof rie wl ( 1 i } } 
thea I nb ( ( ( } 
State COV } I} i > ’ , ns 
mn exp 1 ay ) | I 
{ e office of 1 \lea () ' 1) 
pr I ') I | 
1 1 tow 0 ( i ! | < 
| Sta ( ( ‘ 1 
Wa Depar ‘ i , 4 
j t il ) i ) 
equi ! i ?) 1 1) 9 
Wi ‘ g ! | ; 
care and att by | : 
ind where ey etfor “ > te Uy Sta 
of erro Is pavin f of er 
onsid } t rad t t | i 
from t! Lt Ipol rf t ! t t ( i re 1 ¢ } 
The vario ten overt prop i ‘ 
consideration in the D { ) e Arm | ‘ ' 
of instituting Suits aga the LVed iS also re f a t Vianites 
f such a course were adopted la 1 1 
ficers would be relieved of accountal! t However of 
Involved in manv of the cases and the obviou mprobat t\ f ea 
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the nee tv for instituting of a large num- 

suits to clear accounts of this character, it is believed that such 
ier economical nor practicable Notwithstanding the absence of 
part of the disbursing officers, the impossibility of securing a 


enforcing collection does not 


dment or the impracticability of 
ve the disbursing officers of the technical responsibility with which 


ti 
d under the law and under their bonds, and which, unless their 


cleared will result in suits against them to collect the amounts 


it is reeeommended that this pr 


will entail an expenditure of approximately 


validation of approxim: $226.97 in the 


Army for disallowances he Comptroller 


consulted and advises that there is 


of this proposed legislation for the consideratior 


FRAN! 

Secret 
Upon review of the circumstances set forth in the foregoing letter by 
the Secretary of the Army, the committee is of opinion that the re- 
quested relief should be granted and therefore recommends favorable 


consideration of the bill (S. 1709 








